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Pasteur Treafment for Elvdrophoebina,

Dr. Taul Gibier, pupil of the fnmons Das-
teur nud head of the New York inatitate ot
which the Pasteur system of trestment for
rabies is practiced, is reported to have said
that if the young Inglishwan, Georee Ken-
dall, who died at the Chawbers street hospi-
tal of nlleged hydropliobia Last Priday morn-
ing, had come to Tim within a wesk after he
wis bitten aml been inoenlated with the 1as-
teur lymiph, he wonlil have been alive and
well to-day,

The remark iwilicores the vashaken confi-
dence of the pupil in the mastor's so called
discovery, notwithetunding the fnet that the
tendeney of wedical opinion is Lo dizeredit its

efficacy.
Ino EndfAand, where the resnits of Pasteur's

experiments were at first hailed with the de-
light which a great scientilic achievement
would 11:1[1“'1!.":-' p'l‘{r[T'lll.'C AL e of
seience, this tetdeney has been most marked.
The well known Loendon  physicist, Di,
Fdward Derdoe, declares that never in the
darkest duys of the Dark Ages was o wore
wnseientitic sham palimed off upon the world
than the Dastewrian  propliviaetic against
hydropliobia.  DParacelsus  never  rebelled
aeninst o medieval elixir whicl was more
worthless  thuan  Pasteur's  decoction of
rabbit morrow a8 a preventive from  the
evil effeets of  dog bite. The reasons
he assigns in vindication of this barsh judy-
ment inelide the allesation that the distin-
guished Freneh baeteriologist never dizcova
ered any microlee of hydrophobia; never pre-
tended 4o cure but ouly to prevent the dis-
gase: that soeme two hundred deaths bave

actunlly ovenrred amaony patients profected
h:r his nostiam; tha! 1 nn vountry whieps
his system hae been tricd has the mortulity
fromm hydrophobian been in the smallest de-
gree diministied; that he has not clearly ex-
plained the mode of manulacturing the
Iymph nor the method by which it is sup-
posed to do its wark and that nobody ean
give us any atatistieos in the least fuvorable (o
his pretensiots.

There are two  considerations, however,
which must be admitted to gnalify so severa
a criticism.  One is that in the experinents
made by Pastenr on the lower animals the
lymph hias been  eflective,  Iiabbits and
guipen pigs inoculated with the virus of
rabies and manifesting the true symptoms of
hydrophobin have Leen saved by a second
inoculation. The proof thut thjs second in-
oculation prevented death is furnished by the
fact that the rabbits not subjected to it died.
The only question bere urising is: Are ex.
periments on the lower anfinals safe geides to
the physiolouical effecrs produecl by the virus
in the human system 7 The statement, that
two hundred patients died while under Pas-
teur’s own personal treatment may be met by
the counter statement that they deleyed tak-
ing the reinedy until it wus too Inte. It does
not follow that they would not have becn
gaved bud thev goune to him curlier. The

analogons Koeh treatment for eonsumption
requires ns a condition of its euccess that the
lymph shull be administered in the carlier
stages of the malady., Precisely what the
limit i3 has not yet been determined, and the
game i3 probably true of the Pasteur trest-
ment.  There is snflicient evidence in respect
to both systems to coustitute the ground of a
reasonnble hopo that science has discovered
the means of overcoming two of the most
dreaded enemies of Iuman life,



