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The Newark Childrven in Paris,

Intelligence hns been sent by eable from
Frapce that the Newark children who were
bitten Ly n rabid dog and scnt to Paris for
treatment by the eminent Freneh scientist, M.
Pasteur, arrived in safoty. No time was lost
in couveying them to the eapital, and the
great man, having been notified by telegraph,
wis rendy at once to inoculate them,  The
first operation was performed mpon the whole
batel of them within o few hours of their ar-
rival. The treatmnent will be continued for
ten days or so, the lnst inoculation being of
an intensity of virulence actually greater than
that of a mad dog's bite, so great, indeed,
that an injection of it beneath the skin of a
person not already protected Dby previous in-
oenlation  would produee netive hydro-
pliobin  within, perhaps, n week. The dis-
ense  normally  does not develop in a
haman  being  in less than  thirty days.
That at all events is the minimum set by M.
Pasteur himself. It is probable, therefore,
that treatment within that time moy in genera
be relied upon, but the more closely inocula-
tion with prepared virns follows the bite the
Letter the elnmee of resistance.  The poison,
aceording to M. Pasteur, spreads upward from
the wound slowly to the brain, and unless by
Lis process the system is made refractory, finally
attacks thet organ. When by inoculation the
Ludy hias been protecied, the virus lurks more
or less near the starting point, in proportion
to the ioterval between injury aud pro-
teetion, and in due course of time, perhaps
two vears afterward, is digested and eliminated
from the system, ‘The prompt measures adopt-
ed Dy Do O'Gorman and the spontancous geus
crosity of the public in contributing means to
wmnke the passage, and so give the children
thie benelit of quick protection, remder it al-
most certain that they will eseape hydro-
phobin,  The ease will afford a fair test of the
infallibility of the great Frenchman's con-

clusions if, as is likely, any of ike six dogs
whio were bitten at the snme time the eluldren
were shall develop rabies. That will prove
that the hArst dog  really  was  mad: that
the ehildren wore therefore exposed to the
disense nud that to M. Pasteur's method is due
their escape. The incident will become his-
torical however it may terminsto. The good
seuse of the Newark pliysician, Dr. O’Gorman
in applying at once to the only man who could
Lheip them: the generosity of the public and
the kindly attention of the famous discoverer
of this new remedy, all tend to make tho case
extrnordinary. ‘TChe priceless possession of life
and immunity from the horxors of Bvdropho-

bia bave thus been made free to the innocents.
An nlien city bears the burden of their hospi-
tal expenses, should ony arise; a stranger in
another hemisphere freely bestows the fruits
of yenrs of ceaseless activity and experiment
upon them; and two continents look ou ap-
provingly while hundreds of millions await
the result with anxiety.

What contributos yet more importance to
the case is the apparently striking outbreak of
hydrophobia in Europe as well as this coun-
frv. Hoeretofore while the disease was incur-
able, unpreventable and horrifying humanity
had some protection in its rarity. Late ae-
counts scem to shiow that now it is becoming
common. This will probably be found falla.
eious, when we eonsider the figures which are at
hand. M, Pasteur has nbout twenty patientsnow
undergoing treatment, and 114 have been in-
oculated, of whom only one, & young woman
who applied too late, has died. "These 134
pationts presumably represent all who have
been bitten by mad dogs in the whole civil-
ized world in o year. The chances ars that
this is nn underestinate, but the fnet that only
four out of the entire population of the United
States nre supposed 1o be in danger shows

that the disense is not prevalent.



Whether the Pasteur method will eure hy-
drophobia, onee the poison hos reached the
great nerve center, is mot yet determined.
Similarly it bas yet to be ascertained whether
the bite of a dog or & bhuman being under
trentment, and therefore supposed to be
more or less full of the poison, will
communicate the disense. DBut this mmuch
is mnst positively determined, mnamely,
that inoculation 1is s preventive of rabies.
A few sluughtered dogs and rabbits are the
gnerifice that the world hns paid for de.
liversnee from the most droaded form of
death.  Viviscction and its correlated pro-
cesses hiave revealed through M. Pasteur won-
derful secrets of nature, the most imporfaut
of which, perhaps, taken alone and not
in relation to the principle, is that which
relates to hydrophobin, It remains with us to
turn o practical nse the defensive wenpon that
the Frenchman's genius has put into our
lands. Heretofore the keeping of dogs in a
city hoes been a menace to buman life which
onght not to have been tolernted. It was tol-
erated omly because the alternafive waa
nsevere one, numely, the extirpation
or removal of the poor beasts. Now
that it is demonstrated beyond doubt
that inoculation, sccording to Pasteur's
plun, renders dogs sccure sgainst rabies when
bitten by rabid animals, dog inoculation should
be mnde eompulsory. Pogsession of nn un-
licensed dog involves forfeiture of the animal;
possession of an uninoculated dog should
cerry with it thirty doys' experiencoe of jail
life. To keep a dangerous animal when one
that is hurmless would answer the purpose is
to commit a crime. '



