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Why One of Pasteurs Patlents Ded.

The interest taken by the publio in tho cases
of the Newark children who were bitten less than
aweek ago by a rabid dog has a pathetio no less
than ascientific basis. The happy inspiration
of Dr. O'Gorman, the attonding physicion, to
communicate by cable with the sole living an-
thority on the subjeet of hydrophobia, Pro-
fessor Pasteur, of Paris, has been followed al-
ready by practical results of a most gratifying
character. When the famous Frenchman
eabled back his readiness to treat the little
fellows and urged immediote steps to send

them across the water the suggestion of ox.
pense  immediately arose. Almost imme-

dintely, too, it was disposed of. A clothing
merchant proffered outfits free of cost for the
entire batch of little patients; an ewminent sur-
geon undertook to accompany them and watch
their symptoms during the voyage and the
public without solicitation, in sums ranging
from ten eents 1o o hundred dollars, contrib.
uted to the fund, which is already swelled
to the desired dinvmsions. They have
phroady saniled, and will reach their destin-
ation within three weeks of the time of inocu-
Iation by the virus, assuming, of course, that

the dog wi s mad. Aun absurd superstition, one
of many that seem to imply the impossibility of

aver placing the human mind upon a wholly
rationnl basis, caused the destruction of the
dog before his real condition could le nseer-
tained. There is, therefore, rome doubt us to
whether the children really are in danger of
bhydrophobin. However, as Professor Pas-
teur himself oxpressed the logic of the casze
to a correspondent of the Herald, to treat
themm by his preventive method could do
them no possible harm, while, provided they
really were poisoned by the rabid virus it
would, if applied in time, without doubt save
their lives.

At this interesting juneture news is eabled
that one of the distingnished Frenchman's pa-
tients, a girl, has died of hydrophobia., Pro-
fessor Poasteur explaning the cireumstance by
showing that she was inoeulated necording to
his process too Inte, namely, thirty-six days
nfter the bite was inflicted, This is intelli-
gible and in direct secord with his theory,
which ia as simple as anything ern bLe. As-
suming two postulates, which nre beyond dis-
enssion at the present day, he proceeds in the
line of his discovery. One of these is that
hydrophobin in human beings i1s o distinet
virus conveyed in the saliva of the dog to the
human being; the other is that the humnan
system becomes *f tolerant " of poison by
continual use of it, The former needs no dem-
ounglration, nor, indeed, does thelatterto those
who have given any attention to the subject of
medicine. We have only, however, to cite the
fumilinr experience of the tobacco smolker.
Tlm‘ nousen, giddiness and misery econse-
quent upon  the first  smoke bhetray the
power of nicotine upon a virgin system. By
slow degrees and constant repetition these of-
fects dinappear,  What in the first instinee
was 0 virulent poison soon censes to affect the
systemn at wll.  Ten whiffs of a eigar eaused

pausen the first time,  The confirmed smoker
consumes ten eigars without any other effect

upon him than a sense of placid enjoyment.
Sou with the use of alevhol, of opium, of qui-
nine, of drugs of all kinds, The sys-
terms adapts  itself fo the new conditions
nnd becomes “tolerant” of the new order.
Professor Pasteur gradually makes the system
of lis patient tolernut of the hydrophobia
poison. Having nscertained that the virus ean
be weakened to an almost infinite degree he
mlininisters it by inoculation first in an almost
imperceptible dose, which is gradually in-
ereaswd until the system is so thoroughly ne-
enstomed to the poison that in his own words
the patient mny be Litten by o rabid dog with
impunity, within s yeor.



But it stands to renson that in thus fortify-
ing the hody against the e@eet of the poison it
must be done in time, and {0 be in time must
be befure the effect of o bite has been felt.
That is to say, after the hydrophobia poison
Lins begun to work upon a system unprepared
by the introduction of the virus by the slow
processes here deseribed, this treatment is
ineffectual, In the ense of the unfort unate
French girl it was proved by the fatal issue
that thirty-six days wna too long an interval.
The disease had already become active; tho
feebler virus was inoperative in the presence
of the more powerful. = What is hero set
forth is not new. Hydrophobia differs from
most gorm diseases in the extraordinary
variability of the period of incubation.

T sy oppons within  fow dava of tho bt

it hos been known to lie dormant for a year.
There are stories of its lateney over a period
of many years, but they are not authenti-
cated sufficiently for scientific purposes. The
theory is that the virus may be laid up
in o cell until somo accident releases it.
It may be that the intensity and quon-
tity of the virus control the period,
and constitutional idiosyneraey without any
question must enter into the final deter-
mination. Obviously then, while experi-
ment has shown that at any time before hy-
drophobin sets in Pasteur's method may be
efficient, the sooner the system is fortified by
gradual toleration the greater the chance of
protection. If the Newark children arrive
within three weeks of being exposed to hy-
drophobin, as they probably will, they bave
an excellent chanee of passing the crisis and
escaping the horrors of the disease.
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